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Delusions of the Last Days 


By J. Hupson BALLARD 


“This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come.” —2 Tim. 3:1. 


E are frequently told that the Millennium has 

already come. But it evidently is not here yet. 
Nor will it come immediately; for the universal testi- 
‘mony of Scripture is that first there must come dark 
days, perilous times. As Paul says in 2 Thess. 2:3, 
“For that day will not come except there come a fall- 
ing away first, and that man of sin be revealed.” 
Possibly nothing concerning the conditions connected 
with the return of Christ is so’ well established in 
Scripture as that the days just before that blessed 
event are to be the darkest days of all. Herein is 
an unanswerable argument for the pre-millennial com- 
ing of the Lord. For if such dreadful conditions 
are to prevail immediately before His return, how 
can that event be preceded also by a thousand years 
of peace and holiness? Thus He cannot come at the 
termination of the thousand years, but must come 
before they begin, which He will do. 

The “‘last days” mentioned in our text seemingly 
culminate in the Great Tribulation, but they. them- 
selves begin before the Tribulation proper, and 
gradually lead up to it. We have the hopeful belief 
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that Christ’s waiting ones will be caught up to heaven 
’ about the beginning of the Great Tribulation; yet 
they will not escape all of the Last Days. Just 
how far ‘into these days they will be called to go 


we do not know, but quite surely they will stay on _ 


earth long enough to see the shadows deepen into 
an intense darkness, and to feel and to battle against 
the strange hellish influences of those times; and it 
may be they will tarry long enough to catch a glimpse 
of the very Antichrist himself. . 

This suggests the important question, Just how 
near are we to the last days? or are we already in 
them? While it might be presumptuous to attempt 
too definite an answer, ‘yet it is significant that thou- 
sands of careful Bible students are persuaded that the 
present generation will live to see those days, and 
~ many of Christ’s holiest servants believe we have al- 
ready entered them. 

It is something like a great pendulum, slowly swing- 
ing back and forth, and operated by a power that 


swings it each time over a wider area than before, - 


until it finally swings clear of its case. Hundreds of 
years ago God’s pendulum of the signs of the times 
swung over to the side of the last days, and the 
watching ones thought they were entering the perilous 
times. But the pendulum swung back, and the last 
days did not come. Again and again has the pen- 
dulum swung over to the dark side, each time going 
further, and giving the saints increased reason to be- 
lieve they were reaching the end of the dispensation. 
Yet each time it has swung back. But now in our 
day the. pendulum has again been swinging over. It 
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has already passed all previous marks. It shows 
no sign of slowing down. And now there is no 
reasonable doubt that the perilous times of Scripture 
will soon be fully upon us. We have conditions and 
significant indications they never had in the past. At 
last nothing seems to be lacking to fill out the prophetic 
picture of the beginning of the days of darkness. As 
the mariner learns his location by consulting the signs 
of the stars above him, we may learn our position by 
studying the, signs of the times around us. And the 
signs are here: the Jewish signs, the commercial signs, 
the social signs, the political signs, the moral signs, 
the spiritual signs, the missionary signs, and even the 
‘chronological signs. All these are converging rap- 
idly. They seem to meet at a point just a little way 
ahead of us. The time before the coming of Christ 
is alarmingly short! In the meanwhile we will be 
in the darkness of the last days. We have even now 
entered their shadow. 

In speaking of the characteristics of these last days, 
let us confine ourselves to those especially related to 
the Church, or what might be called the religious 
conditions. 


I. It would seem, then, that the people of God 
are to be attacked along three lines—skeptical, heret- 
ical, and fanatical lines. The skeptic will come, and 
he will lead us to disbelieve the Inspiration and Divine 
authority of the Bible, to question God’s love and 
doubt His promises. He will teach us to distrust 
God, especially His power to cleanse us from all 
sin, and to heal our bodies. He will induce us to 


reject the doctrines of the total depravity of all men 
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and the future punishment of the wicked. To our 
surprise we may be keenly tempted along these and 
similar lines. Let us be forewarned. 

Next will come the heretic, with his new doctrines 
all bolstered up with scattered passages from the 
Bible. He will tell us how we have been blinded 
in the past, and that now God is disclosing modern 
truth for progressive religious minds. And so he will 
teach us to believe in the Fatherhood of God, or the 
annihilation of the wicked, or the ability of man to 
save himself without hanging his soul on such a bar- 
barous tragedy as the Crucifixion. He will lead us 
into the ‘advanced truths” of the re-incarnation of 
the soul and the divinity of man. He will entice us 
into accepting what he will call the Gospel of Love, 
which shuts its eyes to sin and makes no difference 
between the consecrated Christian, the Agnostic, and 
the Buddhist. How many of the saints will blindly 
follow some of such pernicious teachings we do not 
dare to say. 

And then the fanatic will come. We may not 
doubt God’s Word as the skeptic, we may refuse to 
extort from it any new Gospel as the heretic, but 
fortunate indeed will we be if, in these coming days, 
we are not pushed beyond the bounds of reason and 
Scriptural authority by the treacherous fanatic. Wild 
extremism is in the air all around us; dozens of good 
people are on the verge of dangerous fanaticism; may 
the Lord give us the spirit of a sound and Scriptural 
mind. 

The skeptic will work most havoc among the 
worldly-minded Christians who never experienced a 
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supernatural touch; the heretic will capture the in- 
quisitive-minded ones, who live most of their religion 
in their heads; but the fanatic will swell his ranks 
with the conscientious souls who tremble lest they miss 
God’s will. Is it not heart-sickening to think of 
the thousands who will be ensnared by these hell- 
Inspired agencies in these days that are now upon 
us? Have we a proper sense of our own imminent 
danger? 

II. We have noticed three lines of attack; let us 
now consider three leading characteristics, true of 
each of them: Great power, great deception, and 
great success, 


1. Great Power (2 Tim. 3:8; Matt. 24:24; 
Matt. 7:22-23; 2 Thess. 2:9). As the Lord Jesus 
co-operated with His faithful witnesses, we are not 
surprised that Satan plans. to do the same for his. 
In fact, I often think that many of the children of 
the pit enjoy greater power from their master than 
the children of Heaven will take from theirs. Satan 
will surely work mightily with his emissaries in these 
days; he will quicken their minds, oil their tongues, 
charge them with a Satanic magnetism; he will give 
them power over the minds and bodies of men and 
over nature, so that the best of them will become 
truly superhuman. 

We have already seen some things that might well 
startle us, but we shall see more than this. Yet we 
hardly know what to expect. We may see men call 
fire from a clear sky, or walk on water, or heal thou- 


sands of the sick by a touch, or even a look. Prophets 
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may appear who will predict, and it shall come to 


pass. Men may arise whose curse will bring sudden 


destruction, and whose word will raise the dead. 
Let us be forewarned: power is no indication of god- 
liness in these days. Do not forget that Satan has a 
power second only to the power of God, and that 
with it he will mightily clothe his ambassadors. Care 
not what great signs they shall work; it may only 
prove them ‘to be in closer league with hell! - 

2. Great Deception (Rev. 13:14; 2 Thess. 2:10; 


Matt. 24:24; cf. Deut. 13:1-3). We will not 


discuss the question as to whether or not it will be 
possible for the elect really to be deceived; that may 
depend somewhat on who the-elect are. Suffice it 
to learn that the deception of these days will go to 
the very limits of possibility. This is an alarming 
statement. Satan is a prince of deceivers; we can 


“almost say that the chief thing in which he excels is 


deceiving. These days will be his greatest oppor- 


‘tunity, and we may be sure he will call forth all 


the depths of treacherous cunning that are within him. 
It will become very difficult to recognize him. In- 


- stead of hoof-marks, he will leave the print of a: 


neat, up-to-date boot. He formerly covered his horns, 
as it were, with a high, silk hat, but the special 
importance of these days will induce him to break 
them off altogether. Many will lift his hat, but will 
find no horns; they will strip him of his Prince Al- 
bert coat, but see no poison-pointed tail. Then will 
they begin to be truly deceived. Not only will he 
carry a Bible under his arm, but he will have it at 
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his tongue’s end, and will quote it reverently. He 
will counterfeit, as far as possible, the very teachings 
and experiences of the Bible, and especially will he 
attempt to duplicate the apostolic days, with their won- 
derful experiences, gifts of tongues, signs and wonders. 
He will abound in pious prayer. He will be humble 
and gentle and endearing. Oh, the days are coming 
when the emissaries of Satan will seem to be models 
of loving, spiritual-minded men and women. Those 
who are not deceived may be few indeed. 

Satan has learned the art of fishing better than 
Peter ever knew it. He knows his fish, and he knows 
his bait. And so artfully will he present the right 
kind of bait to the right persons that his nets will be 
full of the unsuspecting ones. He is too wise, for 
instance, to offer to some of us the bait of higher 
criticism or theosophical reincarnations; instead, he 
will offer us something in harmony with our highest 
ideals and our greatest desires. 

For example, he might raise up some pretending 
champion of the full Gospel, who will unfold the 
truth as we never heard it before, who will denounce 
the opponents of God’s Word like an Elijah, and 
who will support his ministry with many signs follow- 
ing, all in the name of Jesus. He will pray until 
the people weep, and preach until they shout, and 
in a mass will they rally round his standard. Strange 
as it may sound, it is easily possible to Satan. He 
has already produced some remarkable things, but 
these last days will see such masterpieces of cunning 
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deception as have never been witnessed before. Let 
us not be ignorant of his delusions. The Master has 
forewarned us. 

3. Great Success. This will naturally follow 
from the great power and great deception. (Matt. 
24:11; 2 Thess. 2:3; 1 Tim. 5:1; 2 Tim. 3:13; 
2 Peter 2:1-2.) We often hear it said that if these 
things are not of God, they will soon fail and come 
to nothing. But while this sounds well, it is not the 
Word of the Lord, but the worldly-wise remark of a 
Pharisee named Gamaliel. On the other hand, the 
Scripture repeatedly teils us that in the last days 
these things that are not of God will have the greatest 
prosperity of all. ‘Lhey will enjoy unprecedented 
success. ‘Lhey are prophesied to lead away great 
numbers of the people. ‘Lhe success of these new 
and strange movements is no sign that they are of 
God; it may possibly be a good indication of their 
infernal origin. 

We fear that many of the followers of these things 
will be from the more worldly churches, but not all. 
It seems quite certain that some of the choicest com- 
-panies of the saints will be thinned by deserters. 
Prominent church leaders will be deceived. Bible 
students will be deceived, conscientious, sanctified 
Christians will be deceived. So successful will be 
Satan’s operations in these days that he will succeed 
in making thousands believe that his delusions are 
God’s greatest work, and they will enthusiastically 
follow, thinking they are following the Lord. It 
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makes us feel like crying, “Oh, Lord, who will 
abide?”’ 

III. We would now call attention to the three 
chief forms these latter-day movements will assume: 

1. They will be embodied in individual leaders. 
Astonishing men and strange women will preach good 
things and queer things, and work notable works, 
capturing the hearts of wondering thousands; all be- 
ing inspired by the same spirit from below, whether 
they themselves are conscious of it or not, 


2. They will take the form of organizations. No 
prophet but will soon have his organized following. 
And each company of the faithful will believe in 
‘their hearts that they are the only people in the land 
who are just right. Poor Gamaliel, with his philos- 
ophy that what is not of God will never prosper, 
would be bewildered by the unprecedented array of 
fungus growths we soon shall have. 

3. But what is more important, these movements 
will become an unseen influence in the air around us; 
an atmosphere of godlessness, peopled with evil spirits, 
and heavy with the depression of hell. These evil 
spirits will do their utmost to injure, mislead, confuse, 
and depress the children of the Lord. Our bodies 
will be affected; it will press in on our minds and 
becloud our souls. All kinds of strange feelings and 
new and peculiar trials will come to us. A surprising 
lack of desire and energy Godward, a spiritual dead- 
ness, a mental heaviness, lethargy of soul, an alarming 
desire for forbidden things, and a peculiar delight 
and fascination in any of the world’s pleasures we 
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dare taste. It will be difficult to pisack the Word 
- in liberty and power, it will be difficult to give atten- 


tion to the Word as it is preached, it will be very 


" difficult to get down to real, earnest and continued 


prayer. Such as this is the atmosphere we must battle 


against as the days darken around us. Oh, let us 
be strong in the Lord! : 


IV. And now what do the true children of the 
Lord need in order successfully to meet the peculiar 
conditions of these last days? It can be answered in 


a word—they need to know God and to walk with 


God; this includes anything else that might be men- 


tioned. They need to walk with God: for three spe- _ 


cial reasons. 

1. That they may be as a beacon light to the be- 
wildered souls around them. The adversary points 
to the formal Church of today, and tells us she is 


“ not what she ought to be, that she has no love, has 


no power, is torn with divisions, enjoys no victory over 


life’s troubles and has no healing for the sick. Every- 


body knows he ‘is telling the truth, and he scores a 
good point. Then he preaches his gospel of unselfish 
love, exhibits genuine power, promises deliverance 
from the troubles and cares of life, and caps it all 
by healing the sick. The disappointed ones, hungry 


' for something better than the dead Church is giving 


thein, rally round his standard and hail him as a de- 
liverer. Had the Church kept the blessing and the 


power of God, these deceivers would have found no 


‘such multitudes waiting to be ensnared. 


An intelligent’ young man fixing our telephone said 
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tome: ‘I do not attend my church any longer; they 
have no true religion there.” He was in good con- 
dition to follow anything that might come along prom- 
ising true religion. Mr. Dowie said in Los Angeles 
some time ago: “Ihe Church is not right; she is — 
not exhibiting the real kingdom of God’’; and then 
he offered to do what the Church was not doing. 
Christian Science says: “‘Your churches are not giv- 
ing you the victory over sin and trouble, and healing 
your sick; but we will.” A prominent healer of an- 
other class came to town, and said in effect: ‘“The 
Church has lost the apostolic power, but God has re- 
stored it to me; follow me.’’ B. Fay Mills said in 
our city the other day: ‘“The denominational minis- 
ters are not living or teaching the unselfish Christian 
life,’ and then he offered his own Gospel of love 
and self-forgetfulness, but with an awful poison in 
it. Now, how can we blame the starving ones for 
swallowing such tempting bait, especially when it 
seems to be the best they can get? 


But oh, for a people in these days who walk with 
God, who enjoy the rich blessing and the abundant 
power that such a walk always brings, that they 
might be as a beacon light in the darkness, revealing 
the treacherous traps of the deceiver, and beckoning 
the perplexed souls to the real fountain of healing, 
holiness and happiness! Oh, that we might be such 
a people, that in our midst the hungry souls—and 
there are many of them—might find the true religion 
of the Bible in all its fullness, and the fragrant pres- 
ence of Jehovah! We owe it to the age. We owe 
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it to the bewildered souls within our reach, not know- 


ing what to believe or whom to follow. Oh, let us 
walk with God! 


Z. We need te walk with God that we may be 
able to discern between the true and the false. After 
what has been said about the cunning deception of 
these last days, we can appreciate our great need of 
true spiritual perception. 

We may understand doctrine and know intellectu- 
ally the letter of the Word; but there are those com- 
ing who will astonish us and delight us with their 
unfolding of what they will call the deeper things; 
who will teach us, seemingly from this very Bible, 
what we will eagerly receive as new and precious 
truth. Satan has known this book much longer than 
we have, and he has the power and the skill to make 
many of us believe he is teaching us something won- 
derful out of it. In such times none but those will 
stand who know God’s Word, as the result of their 
close and continued fellowship with God Himself. 


And we may know experiences; but Satan will 
have his counterfeit experiences for the last days also. 
Otherwise we would be greatly handicapped indeed, 
for we all know that abstract doctrine, without any 
accompanying experience, will never prove popular. 
Consequently, there will come those who can impart 
to us waves of ecstatic emotion, mighty inspirations 
of what they will call faith, thrills of something that 
will drive the pains ana diseases from our bodies, and 
we will have such pronounced experiences as we have 
never had. Those who are not living in the secret 
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place with God can never withstand such strong de- 
lusions. 

And we may think we have good sanctified judg- 
ment, but so great will be the appeal to our outward 
senses and the power exerted on our minds that if 
we do not enjoy constant communion with the Lord, 
we may only help to swell the crowds that support 
the deceivers. 


We must remember that such power from below 
will be given to some men in these days as Satan 
has never before granted to mortals. If we have no 
close fellowship with God, such a show of power 
will deceive us. For instance, some men will not 
only have power over the sick bodies of the people, 
but over their minds as well, and will thus*be able to 
fll altars with men and women seeking some spiritual 
experience. This is terrible; but a moment’s thought 
will convince us that it is easier to influence a person’s 
mind than permanently to affect his body. Therefore, 
let us not be deceived when the prophets of. the last 
days will support their claim to Divine authority by 
crowding altars with crying souls. This has been 
done occasionally in the past, but it will become more 
frequent and much more successful in the near future. 


My dear friends, if we do not walk with God, 
we shall be swept off our feet. The time is coming 
when the usual methods of detecting error and hypoc- 
risy will fail; all our rules and tests will be inade- 
quate. There is only one hope:. we must know God 
in connection with the completeness of His Word. 
Otherwise, we shall prove an easy prey to these move- 
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ments that promise great things, impart emotional expe- 
riences, and show great power with men. What 
other safety can we have? 


3. It will be necessary to talk with God that we 
may have power to resist the influences of these days. 
Satan will not stop with trying to deceive us; he will 
attempt to compel us. In attempting this he will bring 
a mysterious power to bear on our minds, which 
will make it exceedingly difficult to walk with God, 
and very -easy to live in the flesh. We shall be 
amazed at the power he can use against us. It will 
become so hard to serve God faithfully and to pray 
earnestly. It will seem as if everything without us, 
and almost everything within us, has conspired to 
keep us from following Jesus all the way, and to 
induce us to compromise. We will be surrounded 
by a worldly atmosphere that will draw us away from 
God, that will render prayer half-hearted, and that 
will deaden our spiritual senses to the reality of 
heavenly things and the wonderful presence of the 
Lord. It will become so easy to slip out of com- 
munion with God, and harder than ever to keep the 
communication open between our souls and Heaven, 
My dear friends, if we do not walk very, very close 
to our heavenly Companion, this awful unseen in- 
fluence will overcome us; it will sidetrack us, it will. 
cripple us spiritually, it will lull us to sleep and cause 
us to miss God’s best.” Oh, we are in danger! The 
brethren are in danger, the sisters are ‘in danger, the 
young people are in danger. I say to my soul, “Oh, 
soul, hide deep in God, thou art in danger.” I 
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tremble for those who do not walk with God; I 
tremble for myself, lest I shall not know Him well 
enough. That stirring hymn was written most of all 
for such days as we now are entering: 


“My soul, be on thy guard, ten thousand foes arise; 
The hosts of sin are pressing hard to keep thee from 
the skies.” 


And now this is the picture, and it is a dark one. 
Some may think it too dark. If so, we all must ’ 
acknowledge that it is better to be ready for worse 
when it comes, than suddenly to be taken by something . 
we are not prepared to meet. But we cannot think 
this picture is overdrawn. Yea, we fear we. have 
scarcely begun to tell of the horrible darkness, the © 
hellish influences and the sad apostasy of the last days. 
But there is a brighter side: we can live above it all, 
we need not go down with the current.” Praise God! 
But, beloved friends, it will take such a life of walk- 
ing with God as we probably have never known in 
the past. These are exceptional days, and we may 
find it necessary to enter into a degree of separation, 
sacrifice, and death itself that we have never before 
been called upon to make. We dare not live out 
of God’s highest will; we dare not suffer our com-- 
munion to be broken. Our Lord will stand with us 
in these days and carry us through in blessed victory, 
if we will but let Him. Oh, sy ee 
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our souls free from the touch of sin, and follow hard 
after heavenly things. Let us see to it, beloved 
friends, that our souls hide deep in God, and 


- “That soul tho’ all hell should endeavor to shake, 


He'll never, no, never, no, never forsake!” 
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